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Norma saw how abortion degraded women; she was surprised
at the exorbitant dollars that kept rolling into the doctors’
pockets; she saw the blatant exploitation as abortion advocates
put political rhetoric above safe medicine; and she eventually
began to question the movement for which she once said she
‘lived and breathed.’” Norma decided to join the pro-life cause
in 1995. One of the moments that sparked her conversion
happened when she was at a park and noticed empty swings
on a playground. “They were swinging back and forth but they
were all empty. And I just totally lost it, and I thought ‘Oh my
God. They are empty because there’s no children, because
they’ve all been aborted.’”

Believing that “the pro-life cause is very much about
keeping mother and child together,”  McCorvey is working with
the Texas Justice Foundation on a three-pronged strategy
called Operation Outcry: Silent No More, which she hopes will
ultimately end legalized abortion. In the first phase of this
effort, more than 1000 women who have been injured by
abortion have signed in support of an amicus (“friend of the
court”) brief on behalf of McCorvey and Sandra Cano, the
plaintiff in Roe v. Wade’s companion case, Doe v. Bolton, to
state that they do not agree with the decisions. The foundation
has also sued the Texas Department of Health for failing to
protect the health of women as it relates to abortion. “The
approach we are taking,” asserts McCorvey, “is to show that
the lives and rights of women have not been advanced or
enhanced, but rather destroyed, by abortion-on-demand. We
are collecting affidavits from women who have been harmed by
abortion, from women who are convinced that authentic
feminism is pro-life, and from professionals who know that Roe
has weakened the moral fabric of the legal and medical
professions.” On June 17, 2003, the foundation entered the
third phase of Operation Outcry by filing a motion to reopen
both Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton based on the false
testimonies used in both. Almost immediately a federal judge
rejected the case because after 30 years the time had expired
to appeal the case. 

“I long for the day that justice will be done and the burden
from all of these deaths will be removed from my shoulders,”
McCorvey said in a statement. “I want to do everything in
my power to help women and their children. The issue is
justice for women, justice for the unborn, and justice for what
is right.” ❍
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WOMEN’S ISSUES, women’s rights and human rights have always
been a passion of mine. As a teenager I assumed that legalized
abortion was necessary for women to attain their educational and
career goals. So it’s not surprising that when I became pregnant at
18 I thought about having an abortion. I also considered adoption,
but when I told my boyfriend, he said he would kick me out if I
didn’t have an abortion. I turned to my employer for advice. She
agreed that abortion was the only logical option and offered to
arrange one for me.

My experience at the abortion clinic was painful and
humiliating. Although the young women awaiting their abortions
were anxious and tearful, the clinic staff was cold and aloof. When
the abortion provider entered my procedure room, I began to
have second thoughts and asked her assistant if I could have a
few minutes. The doctor yelled “shut her up” and started the
suction machine. It was not an empowering experience. I felt
violated and betrayed. 

The promised solution—really the only option presented to
me—wasn’t the end of my nightmare, but only the beginning. I
was completely unprepared for the emotional fallout after the
abortion. It was difficult for me to understand why a surgical
procedure would cause such deep regret and a sense of loss. 

I soon found myself in a cycle of self-destructive 
behavior as I attempted to repress the sense that I had destroyed
my child. Desperate for a fresh start, I broke up with my
boyfriend, quit my job and moved to another state. Unfortunately
my depression and self-hatred only deepened. When suicidal
thoughts began to overwhelm me, I sought assistance. 

As I struggled to come to terms with my negative reaction, 
I began to question whether abortion was compatible with 
my feminist beliefs. The abortion was unnatural. It was an
act of violence against my own body and the body of my 
developing child.

It has been eighteen years since my abortion. Although much
has changed in eighteen years, not much has changed for women
experiencing an untimely pregnancy. They still face unsupportive
partners and employers and are often unaware of the community
resources available to them. They undergo abortion not so much
out of choice, but out of desperation or as a last resort. In all the
noise surrounding abortion, women have been forgotten. 
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